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1) 
Trace the evolution of the merit principle in the federal public service. Has it been possible to reconcile the merit principle and representative bureaucracy? 

2) 
What is the impact of New Public Management on Canadian public administration? Consider NPM’s impact on government efficiency and accountability. Is it useful to think of citizens as clients?

3) 
Examine privatization at the federal level in Canada. Is privatization a success story?

4)  
What is the impact of federalism on public administration in Canada?

5) 
Evaluate the proposed Public Servants Disclosure Protection Act which would protect whistle blowers. Is it a valuable tool for increasing accountability or an additional bureaucracy? Will it protect whistle blowers from reprisals?

6) 
Evaluate the role of the auditor general up to and including the sponsorship affair. Is the auditor general’s role in danger of becoming too politicized?

7) 
What impact has the adoption of a Charter of Rights and Freedoms had one administrative law? 

8) 
Assess the use of public private partnerships (P3s) in Canada. Does the use of P3s suggest the possibility of a trade off between accountability and efficiency?

9) 
Does the federal civil service adequately represent disadvantaged groups? Are affirmative action programs favouring particular groups justified?

10) 
What are the problems associated with Canadian regulatory agencies?  Are regulatory agencies independent? Should they be?

11) 
What are the implications of the role of the deputy minister and other senior civil servants for administrative accountability? Has the end of the traditional relationship between politicians and civil servants reduced administrative accountability? 

12) 
What are the implications of the development of information technology for government in Canada? Will it democratize government by reducing hierarchy? 

13) 
What impact has the Charter of Rights and Freedoms had on the political rights of public servants. Do expanded rights complicate the task of running the civil service?

14) 
Examine attempts to rationalize the budget process within the government of Canada. Did a more rational process play a role in controlling the deficit?

15) 
Examine collective bargaining within the federal public service.

